A Note Concerning Aristotle, Reason, And Virtue 


It was after recently reading a passage from Sententia libri Ethicorum by Thomas Aquinas ! that | returned to Aristotle's 
Nicomachean Ethics and found the appropriate section: 


el 6' éotiv Epyov dvOpwWrov wuyxfc Evepyeta KATA AdVOV f) UN &v_EV Adyou, TO 6' AUTO PaUEV Epyov Eivat TH 
VEVvEL TODSE Kal TODSE OTIOVSaiov, WonEp KLOAPLOTOD Kal OnovSatou KLOAPLOTOD, Kal ANAWC SA TOOT' Eni 
MAVTWV, MPOOTLBEMEVNSG TAG KATA THY APETHV OTMEPOXASG MpdOc TO Epyov: KLBapLoOTOD HEV yap KLOapiCeEv, 
omnovdatou 6 tO €0: ci 6' ob TWC, AVOPWMOU 5é TiPELEV Epyov Twriv Twa, TAOTHV 5é wuXAc Evépyetav kal 
TIOGEELC ETA ASYOU, OTOVSalou 5' avbpbc Eb TAaDTA Kal KAAWC, Ekaotov 6' ED KATA Tv OikElav aPETHY 
anmoteAeitat: ci 5' obTW, TO AVOPWMLVOV AyaBdv WUXAG EVEPYELA y(vVETaL KAT' APETHV, El 6E MAElOUG ai ApETat, 
KATH Thv aplothny kal TEAELOTATHV. 1.7 1098a7-18 2 


In the context of the comments by Aquinas, and later translations of the Nicomachean Ethics, it was interesting how 
certain English words had and have been used to translate particular Greek terms and thus imbue the text with 
particular meanings not necessarily relevant to an understanding of Aristotle's philosophy. Such as, in the above lines, 
Wuxr as 'soul', apEtH as 'virtue', and Epyov as 'work' or ‘activity’, with words such as 'soul' and 'virtue' now often 
associated with Christianity. 


My interpretation of meaning of those lines from Aristotle is somewhat different: 


Thus if the goal of humans is to actualize the Quidditas through reason or at least not disconnected from 
reason, and if we also say that regarding the goal of an artist and of a skilled artist of the same genre - of a 
Kithara player and one more skilful, and to all genres - the goal of humans with a certain type of living, of a 
goal to actualize the Quidditas through reason, then according to such premises it would be proper for a 
skilled human to act excellently in accord with reason, and if there be several such human excellences, in 
accord with the most meritable and accomplished of them. 


Where and for example there is 'merit' in place of ‘virtue’ and Quidditas in place of 'soul', with Quidditas (scholastic 
Latin) used by Thomas Aquinas and still a Somewhat neutral world which can suggest several philosophical, non- 
religious, Meanings according to context, such as the physis - character; nature; noumenon; intangibility - of a being or 
existent, as in Aristotle, Metaphysics, Book 5, 1015a: 


EK SFA TOV EipNUEVWV A MPWTN OVOLC Kal KUPiWc AEYOUEVN EoTLV FA OVO{a A THV ExOvTWV APXNAV KLVAGEWS EV 
adtoic f avta: F yap BAN TH TAOTHS SEKTLKA Elvat AEVETAL PUOLC, Kal ai yevéEtC Kal TO PUEGOaL TH &NO 
TAUTNG Elvat KLVHOELC. Kal h &PXA Ths KivroEwWS THv MVGEL SvtTwv ath éotiv, EvuMdpXovod MWC f) SuvapeEt F 
EVTEAEXE(Q. 


Given the foregoing, then principally - and to be exact - physis denotes the quidditas of beings having 
changement inherent within them; for substantia [materies, JAn] has been denoted by physis because it 
embodies this, as have the becoming that is a coming-into-being, and a burgeoning, because they are 
changements predicated on it. For physis is inherent changement either manifesting the potentiality of a 
being or as what a being, complete of itself, is. 


For me, the above example from Nicomachean Ethics relates to what | still find to be the vexatious issues of exegesis, 
of intangibility, of naming or of not naming, since what a name, a denotata, denotes, not only can and does change 
from century to century, from one no longer existing society to another newer one, but also has a tendency to 
separate and divide one being or existent from others leading to the development of categories. 


According to my understanding an enigmatic quotation attributed to Anaximander expresses this: 


aoXN <...> TOV O6VTWV TO AMELPOV <...> 


éE wv 62 f véveoic éott Toic OGL, Kal Thy PPopay Eic TadTa viveocOat KaTHX TO XPEWV: SLSd6vat yap aT 
Siknv Kal tio GAANHAOLC THC AbtKiac KaTa THY TOD xPd6voU THEW [Theophrastus/Simplicius] 


As described in my essay Anaximander, Imbalance, And Opposites 3 | interpreted this as: 


< [the] source ... of beings is the un-definitive 4 ...> 


Where beings have their origin there also they cease to exist: offering payment > to balance, © one to 
another, their unbalance for such is the arrangement of what is passing. 7 


Which understanding is that once what was or appeared to be intangible is denoted by a name it is considered to be a 
particular being, a 'thing', or existent, and thus becomes distinguishable from other beings, we have concealed, 
covered-up, its physis, and as Heraclitus described Polemos is pervasive bringing-into-being discord because the 
process of naming is the genesis of what is perceived to be the opposite of that now named 'thing' or existent, which 
as Anaximander implied it ceases, for us, to be what it was, something of an intangible mystery. ® 


Something, perhaps, that is numinous or which presences the numinous. Hence why, in the weltanschauung of pathei- 
mathos, 2 the wordless human faculty of empathy is considered to be a way to know and understand the physis of 


human beings sans denotata, for it is: 


“our faculty of empathy which provides or can provide an individual intuition - a wordless-knowing or 
awareness - of the numinous, and as a personal human faculty empathy has a personal horizon and thus 
cannot be extrapolated from such a personal knowing into some-thing supra-personal be this some-thing 
denotata, including an i6éq/ei6oc, or an axiom (apxj) or a source (aitLoc) for some 'revelation' or ideology or 
similar manifestations constructed by and dependent on appellation. In the case of a 'revelation' the source 
is often named as God or a god/the god (8€6c, 6 8€d6c) who or which are often described by a myth or 
mythoi. 1° 


But such extrapolation, by an 6€q/ei50c or by an axiom or by a or the source of a ‘revelation’, by the very nature of - 
the causality inherent in - denotata results in €ptc, a discord of opposites: for every denotatum has or developes an 
opposite and thus can cleave physis, as a fragment attributed to Heraclitus poetically expressed. 


eidévat 5€ xoN Tov MOAELOV EdvTa Evvev, Kal Siknyv Eptv, Kal yLVOUEVa TaVTa KAT EPL Kal YPEWHEVA 
<Ypewv> 


One should be aware that Polemos pervades, with discord 6{kn, and that beings are naturally born by 
discord. 1° 


David Myatt 
March 10th, 2024 


1. Primo igitur accipit ex praemissis quod proprium opus hominis sit operatio animae, quae est secundum ipsam 
rationem, vel non sine ratione. Liber 1, Lectio 10. 


2; 


ofa. i 8 éoriv Epyov avOparrou yuxiis évépyera Kata Adyov 

7} ph dvev Adyou, 7d 8 avrd paper Epyov eva rH yévar 
ToveE Kal TODdSe OTroVdaiov, WoTrep KWapioTOD Kai oTrovdaiov 
KBapiorod, Kal adds 8) toir’ én mdvrav, mpoorBepévys 10 
Tis KaTa Tiv apeTiy UrEepoxiis mpos TO Epyov" KBapiorod 
pev yap KBapilay, orovdaiov Sé 76 €d* ci 8 otTws, [avOpa- 
mov S€ Tiepev Epyov Canjy twa, radrnv 5é yuyijs evépyeav 
Kal mpdfeis pera Adyov, orovdaiov 8 avipds ed taira Kal 
KaA@s, €xaorov 8 ed Kara THY oixelay dperiy amoreAdira’ 15 
et § ovrw,] 76 avOpdmwov ayabov yuyxijs evépyea yiverat 
Kat’ dperny, ei 5€ mAelous ai dperai, kata THY dpioTny Kal 
TedeccordTyy. Err 8 ev Bip Terci. pia yap xedaw Eap ov 


3 https://davidmyatt.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/dwmyatt-anaxmander. pdf 


4. Because the beginning is fragmentary it is difficult to provide a satisfactory explanation of what is meant, although 
many explanations have been suggested over many centuries including the speculation that ‘apeiron’ is the first 
principle, the apxn, of beings, with Gmetpov almost invariably translated by words such as the boundless, infinity, the 
limit-less. 


However, a&metpov is a privation of metpap, a lack of completion; a lack of a verdict; or, often overlooked, a lack of a 
means, a method, an instrument, to reach a particular conclusion or of a tool do a particular task, qv. Odyssey: 
3.431-435, and my translation: 


Oc Egad’, oi 6’ &pa navtec Enoinvuov. HAVE LEV AP Bodc 
ék T€S(ov, HAPov 6 Gor\c Naa vNdc éionc 

TnAeudxou ETAPOL UEYAAHTOPOG, HAVE SE XAAKEDG 

OMA’ Ev XEPOLY EXxWV XOAKNLG, ME(PATA TEXVNG, 

AkKYOVa TE OMdPav tT’ EuMO(Ntdv TE NUPaypNv, 

oiciv te xpvodv Eipyaeeto 


Such were his words, and all of his sons occupied themselves with those things 

So that an ox arrived from the fields; the comrades of the vigourous Telemachus 
Arrived from their well-balanced ship; the goldsmith arrived bearing in his arms 

Those bronze tools with which he accomplished his art: 

A hammer, anvil and well-made fire-tongs 

Which he used to work gold. 


Hence my suggestion here that what Anaximander might have implied is that the source of beings is 'un-definitive’, 
incapable of resolution because we do not posses the tools, such as words, to resolve it. Which explains why he goes 
on to contrast 5ikn with d&6tkia, which balance and unbalance | explain below. 


5. Payment as in a debt owed or because of some personal need or mistake, as in our relatively recent phrase ‘debt of 
honour’. The debt may be to a person or persons or as in ancient times to a deity either in expiation or in the hope of 
avoiding a misfortune wrought by some deity, for example by the "Trimorphed Moirai with their ever-heedful Furies" of 
the gods, Moipat te(uop@ot Uvnuovec Tt’ Eptvvec. 


The suggestion therefore might be that the offer of payment relates to those who, despite the fact that source of 
beings is 'un-definitive’, having tried to define it and in the process constructed a dialectic of opposites, and thus 
brought conflict, realize their error. As Heraclitus noted: 


cidévat 5€ xen Tov MOAEOV EdvTa Evvdv, Kal Siknyv Eptv, Kal yluVOvEVaA TAaVTa KAT’ Ely Kal yPEWHEVA [XPEWV] 


One should be aware that Polemos pervades, with discord 5(kn, and that beings are naturally born by 
discord. 


6. In respect of 5ikn it here simply implies balance in contrast to the unbalance, the privation of balance, that is &5tkia. 
The translations ‘order' or justice or 'fitting' - like 'disorder' or injustice or 'unfitting' for dStkia - are too redolent of 
some modern or ancient morality designed to manifest ‘order’ or justice or what is considered fitting in contrast to their 
assumed dialectical opposites. 


7. In respect of xpdvoc, it is not here a modern abstract measurable 'time' (in ancient times by a sundial; in later times 
by a mechanical clock) but 'the passing' of living or of events as evident in the Agamemnon: 


Totov xpdvou SE Kal nEeMdpOntat MdAtc 278 

Then - how long has it been since the citadel was ravaged? 

tic 5€ MANY BEewy Gnavt’ anhwwv tov 6’ aiWvoc xpdvov 554-5 

Who - except for the gods - passes their entire life without any injury at all? 


8. Compare the expression KEKOUUUEVOV LWUOTHPLov from tractate One, v.16 of the Corpus Hermeticum, and ®votc 
Kop0ntEeo8at mlAsi from Heraclitus fragment 123. The former suggesting "a mysterium esoteric" even to this day - 
https://davidmyatt.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/eight-tractates-v2-print.pdf - and the latter suggesting 
that the natural companion of Physis is concealment, https://davidmyatt.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03 
/heraclitus-fragment-123.pdf 


9. qv. Introduction: Physis And Being in The Numinous Way Of Pathei-Mathos, 2022, 
https://davidmyatt.files.wordpress.com/2022/10/numinous-way-pathei-mathos-v7.pdf 


10. Numinosity, Denotata, Empathy, And The Hermetic Tradition, https://davidmyatt.wordpress.com/wp-content 
/uploads/2022/03/dwm-denotata-empathy-v1b. pdf 
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